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II.    Response to GEPA 4l7(a)       (Continued)

o Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Agreements Between State Vocational
"RefrainUtation Agencies and State Associations of Student Financial Aid
Offices. The objective of the research project was to assess the
effectiveness of the voluntary coordination agreements between VR
agencies and Student Financial Aid associations 1n helping to serve VR
clients and in making sensible and efficient use of the various re-
sources and programs that are available to support the training of
disabled persons.

o Needs Assessment of Services to Deaf-Blind Individuals. This study in-
terviewed service providers, recipients, and parents. Areas of ident-
ified need were: parent education, job development and placement,
attention to independent living, recreational programs, care for older
deaf-blind Individuals, extended education (up to age 25), and more
research,

D.  Plans for Program Improvement and Recommendations for Legislation

In the spring the Administration proposed legislation that would reward
the States for good performance in rehabilitating the most severely
disabled; provide greater flexibility in the means of service delivery;
and require stricter accountability to objective standards of program
performance. The proposed legislation would also provide for administra-
tive simplification of the Basic State Grants program by streamlining
Federal requirements and permitting more coordinated planning at the
State level.

A review of RSA's goals and objectives for 1984 indicate that most of the
program's 1983 goals will be pursued 1n 1984. These goals are to increase
the number of disabled people 1n remunerative employment, to Improve and
maintain effective management of the vocational rehabilitation service
delivery system, to assure that special education and rehabilitation
service delivery systems provide for a continuum of services to disabled
Individuals from childhood to adulthoood, and to increase the capacity
of rehabilitation facilities to provide a full range of quality services
for their clients.
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